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FIRE SWEEPS
PARIS, TEXAS
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Ona of the most djuntrnn‘;"ux.‘

grations In the history of the ent.
country visited the fair city of Par-
is, Texas, Tussday night and Wed-
nesday morning, and thousands of
people mre homeless of (tg 20 000
poptlation. . .

Estimates of the property loss are
: from len to fiftean milllon dollars.
, The asecssed valuation of the prop-
. #rty facing the public squure before
the fire was $20,000,000, and aill
there s left Is the ground upon
upon which the bulldinga stood. In
addition to the loes on the sguure,
between 00 and 100 blocks In the
resldence section of the city were de-
siroyed, one-half of which wag In
the wealthiest portlion of the town,

Two. persons are kKnown (o be doaail
and one missing, Captain  John
Straub, a prominent property own-
er, lost his life, and Bob Huddis ls
dead. Miss Ligzle Carpeuler, 76
years old, s mblsing.

MNe fire has ever occurred In Tex-
as or in the Southwest to equal the
one that has just swept over Parls.
Looking north aund northeast from
the Texas Pacifie depot, over an ar-
ea where had stood the wmest costly
homea in Paris, only a few scatter-
ing residences can be eaen., The
ground is covered with debris, elec-
tric light and telephone wirea and
poles, The streets were cleared
late Wednesday afternoor to admit
vehiclies pasging through the sguare.
Ropes and wiree have been streteh-
ed around this portion of the bLurned
distriet for five blocks,

Among the principal bulldings
destroyed are the post office bnild-
ing, Federal building; Baptist, Epis-
copal, Central Preshyterian and the
Christlan churches; Merrlck lHotel,
city hall, fire station, high scheol,
Arena, court house and jall. Both
the morning and afternoon newsapa-
per plants were destroyed. and all
equipment. Hach fssued small hand
bllla Wednesday afternoon, contain-
ing brief notices of the loss,

The Dallas fire department rush-
ed a company to the scene of the fire
and did much toward stopping the
spread of the flames,

Household goods moved inte the
gireaty to escape Lthe flames were all
licked up as the fire raged and ad-
vanced to distances unforaseen and
unexpected. Hundreds of families
are sleeping In back wards and in
the streets. Groceries are exceeding-
1y scarce, and much hardship ls be-
ing experienced, All the cities of
the section are extending all ald
possible, and the unfortunates are
being cared for In every way as fast
as arrangements can be made Lo get
nssistance to them.

SUIT FOR DAMAGE TO LAND

The case of B, Haggard against G,
B. Hall and D. F. Brown, in which
plaintiff asks damages In the sum
of $4,700.00, went to the jury Wed-
nesday night. The plaintiff charges
that defendants by diverting the
channel of a portion of Brown Creek
caused moch of hiz land to be over-
flowed and greatly domaged. The
case waa bitterly contested, lasting
part of Tuesday and all day Waodnes-
day, Hatcheit & Ferguson appear-
ed for the défendants and McPherren
& Cochran for the plaintifl?

K500 VERDICT AGAINST FPRISCO

.. M. Bergen, suing the ¥Frisco
Moilway for $3,000.00, was awarded
a verdiet of $500 Taesday. Bergen
alloeed that whiles emploved on a
bridee gang his hand was mashed
His attorneys were Utlerback & Mae-
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McKINNEY, TEXAS, HAS
A BIG FIRE

The entire plant of the
MeKinney (Texan) Compress
Company, with 2,600 bales of
cotton, three restdences, and
elght frelght cars, ax well as
a number of small outbuild-
ingd, were destroyed by fire
Tuesday afternoon, The Lo-
tal loss ln estimated at more
than $200,000, the value of
the cotton lost belng $126.-
‘000, fully covered by insur-
ance. The plant of the com-
presa company was valued at
$48,000, and was Insured for
820,000, Residence proper-
ity was partly Insured. The
fire originated fro mthe ex-
ploslon of an oil stove in one
of' the residences and  the
flamea were rapldly spread
by the high wind that pre-
prevailed at the time.
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PROPERTY TRANSFERS ARE
ON THE INCREASE

Judging by the Incrsased number
of deeds being recorded In the office
of the county eolerk, the farm and
city property business la picking up.
Cler McCreary reports that deeds ro-
corded and being recorded now are
conslderably more In number than
for the same period of time last ysar.
The number of chattel mortgeges
filed, he says, is aboul the same as
last spring. It was belisved that the
new usury law, which caused the
discontinuation of imall loane by
many banks, would cause a decrease
fo the chattel morignges.

TWO WELLS ARE
BEING DRILLED

Drill on Kiersey Lease Strnvk Water
and Quicksand at 90 Fest Wil
Btart Drilling on the ‘Thompson
Ioase Nexy Satirday.

Two new oil wella are bolne deill
ed In this community, and It !s freely
predicted by oll men that cither oil
or gas will be found. Tho rapidity
with which scouta are taking leases
on stuff near and far from both le-
cations Indlcates that ihe oil men
feel there s Hkoly to be something
doing., Lease congsiderations baee
runnig all the way from twenty-five
celts Lo five dollaty per acre.

Work has been in  progress for
several days on the well on the Kier-
sey lemse, n mile ana n gquarter to
the northwoest of the town of Kier-
sey. AL ninety feet the drill strock
a large sheel of water and qulek-

sand which the most modern type of [ ing out Maln treet,

baler wae unpble to lower an lneh
in the hole. An extra heavy casing
was lowered into the hole and the
water and sand shut out, when thé
drilling was resumed, The driller,
Mr. Chapman, anticipates finding
still another and larger stratn of
quicksand nnd water al betwaen four
and five hundred feet, and expressed
surprise at finding It at the ghallow
depth of ninety feet,

Work on the well on the Leo
Thompson place, two miies south of
this ecity, will commence Saturday.
The rig is up and all the machinery
and casing are on the ground., The
boiler was fired up Tuesday to see
that everything was In good order.

CHILD RUN DOWN
“BY AUTOMOBILE

Thelma Perkinson Struck amd Drag-
ged by Auto Priven by H, A.Slaton
of Mead—Wrenched Arm is Worst
Injury Suffered by the Child.

-

-

A Ford automablle driven by H.
A. Blaton, of Mead, struck little Thel-
mia Perkinson, while crossing Main
street at Beventh Avenue Wednesday
alternoon, knocking her down and
dragging her some distance before
the car could be stopped, The
wheels did not pnss over her body,
bit she wis badly bruised and ocut
by ithe accident, and suffered torn
tondens in the right arm. Had the
nocident not occurred at a very soft
and sandy plece of road, more ser-
lons injuries would probably have
botn inflicted. ’

Mr, Blaton and his family were

returning to their nome at Mead, go-
The little child,
dnurghter of My, nand Mrs. Wi Per-
kinson, had started across the street
Lo the little store conducted by her |
grandfather, and the persons who |
witnessed the accident say that the
driver of the ear did not sound his
horn, but that he did yell at the
child, Blaton = a one armed man,
and this fact probably made the
handling of the car more diffienlt |
for him,

It was thought at first that the |
ehild had been killed, breath having
been knocked out of her body by the |
force of the blow;but she was quick-
Ty revivea, and is now belleved to be |
out of danger.
to the arm is quite serious.

PLEELPIDED L B0

BIG CUITON FIRE AT
HOBART, OKLA,

One of the largest cotion
fires in the history of the
State occurred at Hobart,
the county seal of Klowa
County, in western Oklinho-
ma, last Tuesday, when 7.000
bales of coltton were consum-

éd by the Mames. Besides the
losa of the cotton, the plant
of the Interstate Compress
Company wasa also eaten up
by the flames; also fourteen
frelght  cars. Beventy-lfive
farmers who had from one to
twalve bales each at the com-
press, had no insurance on
their property, All  other
losers were protecied, The
flames broke out in the pow-
er room, and in addition to
destroying the plant, spread
to near-by houses, many of
which were reduced to rulns,
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MIIATIA INSPECTLD

Lieutenant Murchison was lhoere
Friday and inspected the local mill-
ta company, reporting the company
to be In good condition. here are
about ninety enlisted men and offi-
cers in the company, and thoe inspact-
ing official says that with a month’s
work the company could b» gotton
ready for active service, Twenty-
e¢lght new rifles will be p.aced with
the company,

It Is almost humiliating to note
that while Missourians are sitting on

However, the injury | the 1id of Congress there are several

Texans under (t.
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DPounld, MePherren & Covhran ap-
peprad for the railway compnny
Wadasaday nlght tha caga wenl
to the Jury and they raturned n ver-
diet In Tavor of the dofendhals,
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The Weakly Nows nne peinted and
offers for sale an -ample supply of
Oll and Qas Leased, known as “Form
g8*, prices 26c por dozen, 31,75 per
100, Mapiled to any address In any
quantity, charges prepald, upon ré-
celpt of remjttance to cover. ‘I'he
- Weekly News, Durant, Ok, (udv)
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these authentic Spring styles for
Men, Young Men and Boys.
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—20 bring your wifz and her friends. This
is o year to 522
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LASTING
ALL
WEEK

THE TROUBLE
IN MEXIGo

Two Thousand Carransa Soldiers are
Sald 0 Have Joined Villn's Bane
dits——Censorship I« Extended and
Much Uneasiness s Felt,

From Columbus, New Mexico, the
rumor has heen given elrenlation
that Luls Herrera, until recently the
Carranza military givernor of Chi-
hunhua, has renounce dthe Carransga
cause and announced in favor of
Villa, taking the ficld of v ostern
Chihushua with 2,000 troopa

The same rumor, although uncons
firmed, 18 rife in El Paso. The re-
port comen there from two dources,
but no officiala would say that the
advice had gotten beyond the rumor
atage, It was polntad out, howwver,
that more than one half of the Chi-
huahua garrison were former Villa
followers, and It was conceded that
such an addition to the Villa forces
might have some effect upon the
bandit's plans and Immediate futare
actiona.

Jeneral Bell has extended the eane
sorship to make [t as thoerough and
rigorous as possible, saying that Le
did not intend news of hls prepera-
tions to be glven out in advance of
thelr execution.

Wires of communieation with the
Pershing expedition now in Mexico
are out of commission, and the wire-
less serviee {s also useless, For this
reagon no word has been recelved
at least none has been given out)
as to the progresa of the goldiorz in
Mexico,

There Ig a bellef that the Carran-
zn forces galned a victory over the
bandlis at Namiquipa; but congid-

derable doubt oxists In ofileial soure-

@8 as to this, for the reason that had
there been such a victory the event
wonld have been loudly nccinimed
by the de facto government.

Undisgulsed anxiety Is shown over
the report of the disaffection of the
Chihughua garrison, and there I8 an
increased feeling of uncertalnty over
the possible conditions confronting
the expedition “somewhere (n Mex-
leo,”” If the Herera report Is true,
Lthere is much fear that it means the
Yeginning of more turning of Mexi-
can soldiers from Carranz& to Villg,
ind in consldering that it must be
borne In mind that, according to the
understanding at El Paso, thera nre
aubstantial Carranza forces station-
3 in positions that would perinit a
flank movement upon the American
xpedition,

There are pérsisfent and unpleas-
int rumors of treachery on the part
of Carranza soldiers and of connlve
ance between them and the bandit
chieftain, There I8 «lso an altered
attitude on the part of vhe Mexicans
at Juarez that is conuldered signifi-
cant, showing that the nativea are
not ouly restless but dissatisfied,

An unofficial report says that Vil-
In made his escape after the Nam-
quipa encounter with the Carranza
troops, and Is supposed to be at San
Miguel about fifteen miles away, at
the foot of the Sierra Madres moun-
taing. The report further Bsava
that General Pershing has two col-
umnsg In elosg pursuit, and that he
naed a Mexican Northwestern treln
to carry part of hiz men to a point
near the Cumbre tunnel, so he eould
iry to head Villa off at San Miguel.

Carranza officials deny emphati-
cally the revelt of Herera nt Chibua-
hua., However, shonld the report Lis
true, the Mexican problem will hava
hecome one of the most erious Im-
port to the government of the United

tates, nnd the Villn part of the af-
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